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HIGHER MENTAL FUNCTIONS

I. LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS

1. Full Consciousness

2. Lethargy

3. Obtundation

4. Stupor

5. Coma

• II. ORIENTATION

1. Time

2. Place

3. Person



• Confusional state is a more profound deficit that includes  
disorientation, bewilderment, and difficulty following commands.

• Lethargy consists of severe drowsiness in which the patient can be  
aroused by moderate stimuli and then drift back to sleep.

• Obtundation is a state similar to lethargy in which the patient has a  
lessened interest in the environment, slowed responses to stimulation,  
and tends to sleep more than normal with drowsiness in between sleep  
states.

• Stupor means that only vigorous and repeated stimuli will arouse the  
individual, and when left undisturbed, the patient will immediately  
lapse back to the unresponsive state.

• Coma is a state of unarousable unresponsiveness





• III. MEMORY

1. Immediate Memory (Immediate Recall)

2. Short- term Memory

3. Long- term Memory



• IV.ATTENTION

• It is the capacity of brain to process in information from the environment  
or long term memory.

• Occur in individuals with delirium, brain injury, dementia, mental  
retardation or performance anxiety

1. Selective Attention

2. Sustained Attention

3. AlternatingAttention

4. Divided Attention



• METHODS OF TESTING ATTENTION

a) Digit span forward (Test for immediate memory)

• Numbers given @ rate 3 or 4 per second.

• Expected performance- 7±2

b) Backward digit span

• Repetition of series of number in reverse order

• Expected performance- 5±1

c) Three step task

d) Line bisection test

e) Patient to signal whenever “A” is heard from string of random letters dictated by examiner  
or having the patient cross all the “A’s” on a written sheet.



V. CALCULATIONS

• Dyscalculia- Characteristic of lesions of dominant parietal lobe,  
particularly angular gyrus.

• METHODS OF TESTING CALCULATION

a) Simple arithematic either verbally or on paper.

b) Serial 7 test

• Subtracting serial 7s from 100.



VI. ABSTRACT THINKING

• Patient asked to tell differences and similarities; interpretation of  
proverbs.

• Its disorders common with frontal lobe disorders

.

VII. INSIGHT AND JUDGEMENT

• Insight to one’s own problem, medical illness.

• Artificial situations given for judgment testing
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