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Defining eugenics:
“Improving human genetic qualities”

Adi from the American Eugenics Soc at a fair in Topeka, KS,
in lggﬂa"rl'he sign on the top, fnulg::anmle :':t:ds 15 Emds.
£100 of our money goes for the care of persons 'mth d heredity,

d other defecti

+ Eugenics is a social philosophy which advocates
the improvement of human hereditary traits
through various forms of intervention.
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Concepts in Eugenics
* |Intelligence and social class
* Miscegenation (racial purity)
 Hemophilia and Huntington’s Disease

e Genetic defects
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* Positive vs. Negative Eugenics

— encouraging vs. restricting reproduction

— Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union between
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Governments and Eugenics in the 20t Century

* Genetic screening

* Birth control oLy peaLTHy
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* Promotion differential birth rates
* Marriage restrictions
* Segregation (racial and mentally ill)

...........
UNFITNESS BY EUGENICS

* Forced abortions or pregnancies
* Genocide
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LEGISLATIVE STATUS OF EUGENICAL STERILIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES 2
AND THE TOTAL NUMBER OF OPERATIONS BY EACH STATE TO JANUARY 1, 1935. =
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Methods of Eugenics

* Mandatory eugemcs government mandated

Promotional voluntary eugenics: suggested to
the general population

Private eugenics: voluntary participation

Name of the Faculty: PROF. ASHIA QURESHI Program Name: B.SC NURSING




School of NURSING

Course Code : BSCN2004 Course Name: COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSING-I

Basic ethical issue:

* Pro: Eugenics is a social responsibility, an altruistic
stance of a society, meant to create healthier and
more intelligent people, to save resources, and
lessen human suffering.

— Alexander Graham Bell, George Bernard Shaw, and
Margaret Sanger

* Con: Eugenics is based on pseudoscience and leads
to discrimination, such as in Nazi Germany.

— Winston Churchill
* Isthere a middle ground?
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Eugenics Then and Now

 Then: Focus on selective breeding.

* Now: Focus on prenatal testing and screening,
genetic counseling, birth control, in vitro
fertilization, and genetic engineering.
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