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Online classés aren’t real

education: House panel

Manash.Gohain

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a significant
observation, the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
education has said that “on-
line education is not real
education”. Observing that
disruption of physical
school activities is likely to
impair the cognitive capa-
bilities of students, itsaidin
itsreport that lack of digital
facilities and adaptation ei-
ther due to “inaccessibility
of technology or the educa-
tional backgrounds of their
parents to guide them’™ has
contributed towards learn-
ing loss among students of
all classes and regions.
“Due to continued cessa-
tion of classes, learningloss
is acquiring critical dimen-
sions,” it added. The com-
mittee submitted the report
to the Parliamenton Friday
Stating that immediate
remedial steps are needed,
the committee noted, “The
learning loss of more than
one whole academic year
would necessarily have
weakened the foundational
knowledge of the students es-
pecially in the subjects of
mathematics, sciences and
languages at school level.
This learningloss is a big def-
icit and is likely to impair the
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bridge courses and devices to students from
accelerated learning economically weaker and
programme;' sl‘ formative marginalized sections

assessments, like ChatBot Examinations and

Assessment sessments: A credible,
Proper documentation and - fair and ar
data collection: Immediate - system of continuous
assessment of learning ‘ assessment throughout
loss across the country, | the year
covering every student School

> re-opening guidelines

‘education: Recorded | during pandemic: Accentuated

vaccine programmes for all
students, teachers and allied
staff; Classes may be held on
alternate days or in two shifts
to thin out students

Digital
online courses/ massive open
online courses in all regional
languages for each class

divide: Leverage !
private sector expertise and |

mode of education based on
the experiences of the Co-
vid-induced disruptions.
Highlighting in its report
that the studies of 32 crore
children have been affected
by the pandemic, the commit-
tee also observed that most
rural and remote areas lack
digital facilities that has led
toa hugedigital divide. Itadd-
ed that though the ministry of
education claimed around
85% students were connected
with online classes and the
remaining students were be-
ing approached with other
modes, “the ground reality is
completely different”.

cognitive capabilities of stu-
dents. This might have a de-
bilitating effect on vulnera-
ble sections of thesociety like
poor and rural students, mar-
ginalised sections of society
and young women who might
have been unable to connect
to any form of digital educa-
tion during the pandemic.™
The report, titled ‘Plans
toBridgethe LearningGap...
and Plans for Re-opening of
Schools’, recommended ac-
centuated vaccine pro-
grammes for all students,
teachers, and staff, physical
classes on alternate days,
and developing a blended
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