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of opening of universities
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A group of 14 central universities
will hold offline entrance exams
in September, while some cen-
tral schools will conduct physi-
cal entrance tests shortly, in a
clear indication of physical
exams being back for schools,
colleges and universities,
Physical exams will be held
after the schools and universities
get a go-ahead from the Union
education ministry. Several
other entrance tests such as
those for Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (JNU), the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research and
agriculture varsities are also
slated for September. These
entrance exams may be the pre-
cursor to the reopening of col-
leges and varsities, which have
been closed for more than 17

months, “We have approached
the national testing agency
(NTA), which functions under
the education ministry, and it
has agreed to do face-to-face
exams, which will be computer-
based in external centres in Sep-
tember. More details are being
worked out,” said R.P. Tiwari,
vice-chancellor of Central Uni-
versity of Punjab. “This will ben-
efit a consortium of 14 central
universities that are relatively
new. The welfare of students is
in our mind while deciding this.
The covid-19 situation is improv-
ing and we hope to see a much
better environment in Septem-
ber,” Tiwari said. “The Central
Universities Common Entrance
Test is not happening this year
for 40-0dd central varsities, but
14 are going ahead with a nation-
al-level entrance examination.
At the higher education and uni-

versity level, not holding reliable
assessments harms students and
the institution,” said an adminis-
trator in another central univer-
sity. The ministry is, as a princi-
ple, allowing schools and institu-
tions under its jurisdiction to
hold the exam, said a ministry
official requesting anonymity.
“However, while doing so, they
have to adhere to covid-19 safety
protocols keeping in mind the
health of students and staff con-
ducting the exams,” the official
said, Universities and institu-
tions are free to approach the
NTA for any help in examination
delivery, the official said. -
Delhi University is conducting
the postgraduate entrance
examination via the NTA, while
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) is holding it via the NTA in
September, These will be com-
puter-based tests. |




Amar Ujala
04.08.2021_Page No.06

ﬂ%% A e 1

ok

m#mmmﬁﬁﬁﬂmm;ﬁwmaﬁmﬁi massmmi wmmmaya
aﬂﬁ#&»ﬁsﬂﬁuﬂmﬁmgﬂi mmmsﬁmmmqaqamﬁmm

mmmmmm

f 0 0 o SR )

AT @S, ol R

A A7 4 da @ am
wRRdRA

o & ol o
At v e s g,
i v it o 81 7 o,
TR 78 1, 6 7, T A
mmmm«mm

W mmm
i 'Y i

mmms@m

R GEEE KK
o :

s m s o At B

R 1 TR A ) ot

i #, a1 T R
Rﬁfﬂ!ﬁﬁim (70 T ) 3 0 o e
ﬁmtlmag@mmmﬁmm;ﬁ
i i i e g1
7 i it 5, 2020 % T 1 T 2 8 TR R
W 3 7 s e T & 14 Wit et § o
s s ), v, e, e o et 3 i
1 v Y ) 0 ) 1 e o i ol e &
i A el TR U O S T
T8 52 1t g o fore 6t v g, e, s v
:}qﬂgmmmmmmﬁmw

|

mﬁlﬁ

i m
-'mmwmmmmmgm
I & 8 359 1 1 9 e e e 3 7

mﬁmmwﬁelmmasﬁm
i 3w A0 T ¥ F9 A o M ol
S T e & A fahi & e f e 5

e 3 H S0 TR e e 8 | o o e

e it gt ) i e ¢, ) e
4 5 A #

6 T A e et g 4 fr v
790 2 T3, gt o e et !
o A A &, 0 i et oo et o
et et o7 4 aeet 9 A @i 1w
#12016-17 8 firge) 7t = ol it 343 et
Tl A 1 T ] e (o sfen o e
T TR 602 A Sl et e 1
A1 201415 3 gt & o 3 i il eté 32
G % 3y o, 5 97 I S 9 23,28 76
8¢ f o, &l e i s ¢, i o
e 3 i & S i ) R

W %) o 0 3 e G el 7 o o

;rﬁmmmmmﬁmmm
o, il 7 T % i 0 & o i ok

R 31 o R o e 9 v o,

W 2 frwge e g, i 31 SR 3 7 9 e o
N e & R A 6 oo g 3 @ 7 e o

o ¥ o R o e i e

1 T 32| W % gl ) o 9 o fe

o) e a5 0 T v, o O 9

| o 3 e & i e 8 v A Al & o

e it 71 85 9 3 50 ) el 9 o

| .mmmammmmmwm
T mE A R g A A v
mmmmmmmmm
s e mm%mmm ;
mwwmmmmmmm
_ﬁmmmwﬁgtmmm
78 v 3, s 70 8, A 0 e

9 i it G il v o ol o 4
T 8 A 1 A 6 e 60 o
fret i e 41 2, o s T e
oy ) o s s
fo 1 e o 5 ) o & g o e
stfoafin foe o el 9 ) R v 9 A 7 €

feRe o ) 7 3 o e o o & ol gl

) o 4 ez &1 5 o ol ) et e A1
W 78w @ ol o el Few A A R €
T o, 321 o et g & 4 8
T 9 e v €, 0 St ) v e
T & | e T, e SR T e S S
35 Y a3 Tl o R S o
v & geifemn e e e o S @
e e ¢, o ot 0 2, 0 e R 9
o i g fe e e
;mmzmmmwmz - e
TR

T g € ol T



Times of India
04.08.2021 Page No.03

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI / NOIDA / GHAZIABAD
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 202 =

- & GALGRTIRS

(Under the Uttar Private U Act No. 12 of 2019)
SCHOOL. OF BUSINESS

Ranked 4 in Uttar Pradesh B s
£y Ranked 73 in All over India ~ @ £

INDIA
DAY
ADMISSION OPEN 2021-2022 uGet Your I fPlaced

® BBA with speciatization in -
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® Business Analytics and Insurance
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Management Management

® Marketing & Automobile
Management
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Call @ +91 88101 62221, +91 95828 47072, 0120—‘0370000

admissions@agalgotiasuniversity.edu.in

For the complete list of programmes
offered and to apply online visit

www.galgotiasuniversity.edu.in
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Hindustan Times caught up
with Dr Dhruv Galgotia, CEQ
Galgotias University as part of
the Education Founder Seriesto
gaina perspective on the status
of higher education in India, the
tole of private universities in
the current scenario and the
trends that are emerging with
changing educational ecologies.
The Covid-19 pandemic has
been the largest disruptor for
higher education across the
world and India has been no
exception. In fact. the tech
divide has got amplified in the
field of education, where one
section of the population has
acoess to the best online resour-
ces from top institutes around
the world while another doesn't
even have basics like electricity
and internet connectivity to
facilitate online classes. In a
candid conversation with HT, as
part of the Empowering people
through knowledge', Dr Dhruv
Galgotia, Chief Executive Offi-
cer (CEO) Galgotias University
spoke about the status of higher
education in India, Galgotias
University and the roadmap
ahead for students joining uni-
versities. Edited excerpts:

It has been 10 years since
Galgotias University was

established. How has the
journey been so far for

u?

For any university, the true
measure of progress can be
adjudged by the success of its
students and what they have
achieved after graduating from
the university. All the hard
work thatthe university has put
inin the last 10 years or so will
reflect by the success of our
2lumni And1am proud to say
that our students are working
with top companies such as
Amazon, Wipro, Tech Mahin-
dra, TCS, Cognizant, among
many others and performing
exceptionally well Our students
have been equally successful at
starting their own ventures and
having flourishing businesses
panIndia I would attribute this
10 certain aspects - we have
adopted technology for our stu-
dents much ahead of time and
exposed them to an upgraded
university management system,
expose them to the fundamen-
tals of every subject to create
strong foundztion, which helps
them master any kil

How has the virtual shift in
the education sector
unfolded for yousso far?
Thirty per cent of the jobs
that exist today will not existin
the future. So, we needto teach
our students not what to think

7/ >

Covid has been the largest disruptor of
higher education in history, affecting
billions of learners and the learning
community across the world

DR DHRUV GALGOTIA, CE0, Galgatias Uriversity

but how to think. We always
believe that student experience
is most important and that is
why we focus on experiential
learning, At Galgotias, we ful-
filled our commitment and we

resumed our classes within 15
days of the lockdown due to
which we got the learning

award by the coveted QS°

I-GAUGE e-learning for digital
excellence. I think universities

need to be proactive and need to
expose their students to various
e-contentin terms of whatever
resources are available.

Students are sitting in the
front row today. They can get
access to the best faculty and
the best content. As universities,
we just need to channelise the
right content to the them
through effective collabora-
tions.

Our placements have been
completely online and we have
seen some of the highest place-
ments in the lockdown period.
Our industry partners have
been with us for this. Thereisa
huge inflow on the admissions
side too due to online accessibil-
ity. Apart from academics, we
also used technology for some
social events. We conducted
India's first online fest which
saw participation from 30,000
students, who wereall sitting in
their homes.

What are your views about
the current status of
higher education in India?
Covid has been the largest
disruptor of higher education in
history, affecting billions of
learners and the learning com-
munity across the world, We
have seen 10 years worth of
change in the last one anda half
years. And this is the age for
innovation. The traditional way

ofteaching will have togoand it
will be replaced with experien-
tial learning. The second wave
of the pandemic has made
everyone all the more anxious
and apprehensive about the
safety and wellbeing of chil-
dren.

1 believe that the situation
has led toa loss of education. It
has alsoaffected the social and
mental wellbeing.of children.
So, some universities have han-
dled the pandemic situation
very well by shifting from an
offline to online model and will
continue to work in a blended
mode once we reopen. There is
a big digital divide - there are
some students who have access
to the best of technologies and
there are some who don't even
have basic electricity or inter-
net. This is something that
needs to be addressed. Mental
health also needs to be given
dueimportance. y

What will the classroom of
the future look like post
the pandemic?

Normalcy will return in a
graded manner and even uni-
versities will have to follow
guidelines set by state govern-
ments and the University
Grants Commission (UGC). We
need to rework and rethink on
how the university will func-
tion. There will be a change in

‘Blended learning model is the way forward’

the very structure of the class-
room - we cannot have 60 stu-
dents packed in a classroom
anymore. The scarcest resource
will be time. -

Most institutions will need to
compress the syllabus and
make learning hours more
effective. When we shifted from
offline to online, the class used
t0 go on for one hour. But we
observed that students’ learning
hours are only 15-20 minutes,
even though the class may be
forone hour.

Having an effective curricu-
Tum plan with factors like qual-
ity of teaching and delivery
within the time constraints,
spacing gaps between classes,
giving material to students
beforehand so they can come
prepared for lessons, will be
some of the changes one can
expect. We follow an outcome-
based education where more
focus needs to be given to the
outcome of the course and eval-
uation techniques need to be
planned in a way that the
teacher and student are on the
same page. Universities will
need to upgrade their IT infra-
structure to bridge the gap
berween online and offline and
makeita true blended mode.

How do you perceive the
role of private universi-
ties, especially since many

of them have been expand-
ingata drastic speed over
the last few years?

Allthe top universities of the
world which are 100-150 years
old have one campus and that's
how they control quality. We
share a similar school of
thought We focus on one cam-
pus and give all the resources
that are possible to that cam-
pus. In post-Covid times, stu-
dents can get access to the best
education from any faculty
from anywhere in the world,
through effective collabora-
tions. As a university, we need
to keep reinventing the peda-
gogy, evaluation tools, and
bring in new industry-oriented
syllabi

What message would you
like to share with students
whoareall settojoin edu-
cation coursesinIndian
universities, especially
this year?

Today, there are so many uni-
versities and each one claimsto
be number one so studentsneed
to choose wisely. They should
lookat the retumn on invesment
-whatare they getting inreturn
for the fee which they are pay-
ing. By seeing the trackrecord
of the university, they c2n sée
placements in the past years
and the average packages and
then decide.
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